Depolarization- and ionophore-induced release of octacosa somatostatin from stalk median eminence synaptosomes.
Species of somatostatin of higher molecular weight were present in the nerve terminals (synaptosomes) of ovine stalk median eminences and were released by depolarizing stimuli. One of these species was identified as the biologically active molecule octacosa somatostatin. Octacosa somatostatin appears therefore to be secreted into the hypothalamic-hypophyseal system, supporting the concept of a role for this peptide in regulating pituitary hormone secretion.